
  
PATTON TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

*Reference Resolution 2022-008: Policy for Adding items to Published Agendas in Accordance with Act 65 of 2021. 
 

OPEN SPACE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTIEE  
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

February 19, 2026 
Board Meeting Room 

Municipal Building 
5:30 PM 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87608814184 
 

Meeting ID:  876 0881 4184 
Find your local number:  https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcRSBMxfOa 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The Open Space Property Manager will call the meeting to order. 
 
 a.  Additions to the Posted Agenda 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Residents and property owners may address the Committee on items of interest.  Comments 
related to specific agenda items should be deferred until that point in the meeting. 

 
3. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2025       
 

Ms. Harter will assist with the election of two committee members to be Chair and Vice-Chair for 
2026.  The Chair will then lead the remainder of the meeting.  
 
In 2025, Mr. Viglione served as Chair and Ms. Walsh served as Vice-Chair. 

 
4. MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2026  

 
In 2025, the Committee met on the second Thursdays of every month at 5:30 pm, but this can be 
revised to accommodate the committee members.  If the 2nd Thursday is convenient then the 
following meeting calendar could be adopted (to also include the first meeting of 2027): 
 
  April 9     September 10 
  May 14 (Spring Tour @ 4:30 pm) November 12  
  July 9     January 14, 2027 (Organizational mtg. – 2027) 
 
The Committee should review the proposed dates and consider a motion to approve the 
meeting dates. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87608814184
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcRSBMxfOa
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5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Minutes from the November 13, 2025, OSSC meeting are provided for review, potential edits, and 
approval 

 
6. BEE CITY USA 
 

One of the Board of Supervisor’s work plan items is to become a Bee City USA.  Bee City USA 
affiliates make commitments to conserve native pollinators, laid out in a resolution adopted by 
the local city council.  City staff and community members work together to carry out these 
commitments and make their city a better place for pollinators. 

 
The Board appointed Merrill David as a special liaison to the Open Space Stewardship 
Committee to work on the Bee City USA project.  Ms. David will join committee meetings as a 
non-voting member and will provide updates as work starts on obtaining our certification as a 
Bee City USA. 

 
7. COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE  
 

The Township Manager will provide an update. 
 
8. WORK PLAN FOR 2026 
 
 The following  schedule has been received from Ms. Ombalski for work tasks proposed in 2026. 
 

o Present through March – Mulching of the fence rows while conditions are good. 
o February through April – Stilt grass and Mile-Minute follow up needed in MU G, J, 

and L 
o June through July – Ferns in MU D and MU I 
o August through September – Clean sweep for all invasives in all MUs and resprout 

treatment in the fence rows. 
 

9. 400 AREAS 
 

On December 1, 2025, the Patton Township Planning Commission recommended approval of 
the Lot Line Adjustment Plan for the Gray’s Woods Park and Gray’s Woods Preserve Properties.  
The Board of Supervisors approved the Plan at their December 10, 2025, meeting and the Plan 
was officially recorded January 14, 2026.  Keller Engineers proposes to schedule the survey and 
marking of the boundary within the next four to five weeks, weather permitting. 
 
The Pennsylvania Game Commission has provided the attached final draft of the Habitat 
Management Agreement for the 400 Areas program, which includes the recorded Lot Line 
Adjustment Plan.   
 
The Committee should review the final draft, present any questions, and consider a motion to 
accept the Habitat Management Agreement. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
OSSC Members         Consultants  
Joe Viglione, Chair      Katie Ombalski, Woods & Waters Consulting, LLC, via Zoom 
Mary Walsh, Vice Chair 
Ann Donovan         
Heidi Miller           Audience 
James Savage      Maeve Harringan, via Zoom 
       Ryan Hamilton, Clearwater Conservancy 
Township Staff 
Amy Farkas, Township Manager 
Nicole Harter, Zoning Officer & Open Space Property Manager 
 
The November 13, 2025, Open Space Stewardship Committee (OSSC) meeting was called to order 
at 5:32 PM by Mr. Viglione. 
 
There were no additions to the posted agenda. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
The meeting minutes from July 17, 2025, were brought before the Committee for review and 
approval.  No comments were received from the Committee.  Mr. Viglione called for a vote.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Clearwater Conservancy provided the Third-Party Monitoring Report for the Gray’s Woods Preserve.  
Ms. Harter noted that no action is required, but if anyone had any comments, Mr. Ryan Hamilton, 
Clearwater Conservancy, was present to address them.  No comments were received regarding the 
Report.  Ms. Walsh had a comment unrelated to the report but wanted to see if there was anything 
the Committee or the Township could do regarding amphibians crossing the roadway during 
rainstorms.  Ms. Farkas noted that research could potentially be done by Penn State. 
 
Ms. Farkas updated the Committee regarding the 400 Areas Program.  The Township has recently 
received the Lot Line Adjustment Plan for smoothing the property lines between the Gray’s Woods 
Park and Gray’s Woods Preserve.  Township staff will be reviewing the plan, and the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors will review the plans at their December meetings.  Hopes are 
to be able to enter into the Agreement with the Pennsylvania Game Commission during late winter 
or early spring. 
 
Ms. Farkas updated the Committee on the Community Gardens and the pilot year of the sub-
committee.  There has been positive feedback.  Ms. Farkas noted that there will be resurveying of the 
plots, as there are encroachment issues and there will also be a creation of half plots for those 
wanting a smaller garden.  Ms. Miller expressed concern about a fear of lack of participation and 
having individuals step up to rotate rolls on the sub-committee. 
 
Ms. Farkas reviewed the budget and the allocated funds for projects in 2026.  Mr. Savage volunteered 
to help flag hazardous trees on the Seward property to help save funds.  Ms. Farkas noted that the 
Township’s Road Crew may be able to work on the parking lot to save funds as well.  Ms. Miller asked 







OPEN SPACE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (OSSC) NOVEMBER 13, 2025 
SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES   PAGE 2 of 2 


if there were enough funds to repair the newly installed deer exclusion fence that was damaged by a 
fallen tree.  Ms. Farkas noted that quotes would need to be received for the repair, but there should 
be no issue with the repair. 
 
Prior to the adjournment of the meeting, Ms. Farkas noted that Ms. Miller will be leaving the 
Committee to now serve as a Board of Supervisor.  Thank you, Ms. Miller, for your service on the Open 
Space Stewardship Committee! 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:03 PM. 








 


 


AGREEMENT 


FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT ON COOPERATING PUBLIC LANDS 


BETWEEN  


THE PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION 


and  


PATTON TOWNSHIP 


 


THIS AGREEMENT, made this _______ day of ___________________, 20___ by and between 


the COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION, an 


independent administrative agency with its executive offices located at 2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg, 


PA 17110-9797 (herein after referred to as “COMMISSION”) 


 


AND 


 


PATTON TOWNSHIP, a Pennsylvania municipality with offices at 100 Patton Plaza State College, 


PA 16803 (herein after referred to as “TOWNSHIP”)  


 


WITNESSES: 


  


WHEREAS, the COMMISSION may enter into cooperative agreements with any government 


agency, individual, corporation or educational or research institution to further the programs of the 


commission per Title 34, Chapter 3, Subchapter B, Sec. 323; and 


 


WHEREAS, the COMMISSION is authorized to manage wildlife throughout the Commonwealth 


and COMMISSION is authorized to manage wildlife habitat across >1.5 million acres of State Game 


Lands (“SGLs”) and to assist with habitat management on over 55,000 acres of additional lands through 


Cooperative Wildlife Management Area Agreements; and 


 


WHEREAS, the TOWNSHIP aims to provide quality municipal services to its residents and 


businesses in an efficient, effective, and economically responsible manner, striving to provide and 


maintain a safe, clean, and enjoyable place to live and do business; and 


 


WHEREAS, the TOWNSHIP owns lands designated as parks, preserves, and natural areas for the 


recreational enjoyment of the public; and 


 


WHEREAS, the COMMISSION and TOWNSHIP desire to coordinate and cooperate in their 


efforts to provide quality wildlife habitat on their respective public lands and advance wildlife habitat 


management for the birds, mammals, and species of greatest conservation need across Pennsylvania. 


 


NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein and intending 


to be legally bound hereby, the parties agree as follows: 
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1. TOWNSHIP authorizes COMMISSION to perform wildlife habitat management activities and 


game law enforcement on the following parcel located in Patton and Halfmoon Townships as  


depicted on the attached map and survey plat identified respectively as Exhibits A and B. 


 


• Gray’s Woods Preserve, totaling +/-153 acres  


 


2. Wildlife habitat management activities include but are not limited to tree felling projects and 


other vegetation management, prescribed fire, pollinator habitat improvement, seeding and 


cultivation, invasive species removal and mitigation, wildlife nest box installation and 


maintenance, wildlife monitoring activities, etc.  


 


a) Habitat Management activities over the life of this agreement will closely align with habitat      


management goals outlined for lands of the TOWNSHIP in their most current Forest 


Management Plan. The habitat management activities that will be implemented on lands of 


the TOWNSHIP by the COMMISSION will primarily focus on late-successional forest 


management and invasive plant species control. Similar habitat management techniques have 


been implemented on the adjoining section of State Game Lands No. 176. Habitat 


management activities described above will be implemented with chainsaws and other 


handheld equipment, and heavy equipment use on lands owned by the TOWNSHIP will be 


minimized.     


 


3. TOWNSHIP agrees to allow hunting and furtaking on the aforementioned parcel in accordance 


with their existing ordinances.  Hunting areas and any associated restrictions are depicted on the 


attached map, referred to as Exhibit A. 


 


4. The parcel as depicted in Exhibit A will be posted designating these lands as being managed by 


the COMMISSION subject to the rules and regulations of COMMISSION and prohibiting all 


activities prohibited in Title 34 Game and Wildlife Code and Title 58 Pennsylvania Code 


contained in Section 135.2.  A summary of unlawful actions as defined in Section 135.2 is 


attached as Exhibit C. 


 


5. TOWNSHIP will be responsible for maintenance of any existing trails present on the property.  


 


6. TOWNSHIP agrees to build no additional recreation trails through Gray’s Woods Preserve and, 


where feasible, consolidate the existing number of trails while not inhibiting access to Gray’s 


Woods Preserve lands for its residents or visitors to support the goal of using the lands of the 


Preserve in a manner that will not fragment wildlife habitat as well as support the cooperative and 


quiet enjoyment of those lands for hunting, hiking, birdwatching, or similar activities. 


 


7. Although the TOWNSHIP and COMMISSION will make every effort to make their personnel 


and equipment available to the other in connection with wildlife habitat management activities, it 


is understood that either party may, in its sole discretion, withhold personnel or equipment if they 


are needed to fulfill mission requirements or address unexpected circumstances. 
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8. The COMMISSION and TOWNSHIP are responsible for the acts and omissions of their own 


employees.  Nothing in this Agreement will be construed to waive the Sovereign Immunity of the 


United States or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to waive the immunities granted to the 


TOWNSHIP as a political subdivision or as a landowner which opens its lands to the public, or to 


subject the COMMISSION or the TOWNSHIP to any liability not expressly authorized by law. 


 


9. The COMMISSION is self-insured and shall provide to the TOWNSHIP documentation of the 


coverages it maintains and that such self-insurance has received all the approvals required by law 


or regulations. Should there be changes to the self-insured coverages, the COMMISSION shall 


provide sixty (60) days' advance notice to the TOWNSHIP. 


 


10. The COMMISSION and TOWNSHIP are responsible for paying salaries to their own staff and 


for maintaining their own equipment before, during, and after operations.  


 


11. Any modifications to this Agreement must be in writing, signed and dated under the conditions 


accepted by all of the parties. 


 


12. Staff of the COMMISSION and TOWNSHIP will meet at least once annually to briefly discuss 


coordination, communications, and general habitat management work plans for the upcoming 


year. Said annual meeting may be conducted in-person or by digital means of communication as 


needed. 


 


13. This Agreement shall become effective on the date hereof and shall continue in force for a period 


of ten (10) years and thereafter from year to year until terminated by either party hereto. Either 


the COMMISSION or TOWNSHIP shall have the right to terminate this Agreement upon giving 


to the other party ninety (90) days’ notice in writing of its intention to terminate the same.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


[THIS SPACE HAS BEEN LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


4 
 


14. Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, any written notice to TOWNSHIP shall be 


sufficient if mailed to: 


 


Patton Township 


Open Space Property Manager 


100 Patton Plaza 


State College, PA 16803 


 


Unless otherwise provided in this Agreement, any written notice to the COMMISSION shall 


be sufficient if mailed to: 


 


Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management 


Pennsylvania Game Commission 


2001 Elmerton Avenue 


Harrisburg, PA 17110 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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The parties, through their authorized representatives, have signed this Agreement below. 


 


 


       PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION 


 


 


___________________________________  _______________________________________ 


Attest                Executive Director            Date  


       Stephen P. Smith     


 


 


 


 


 


       PATTON TOWNSHIP 


 


 


  _______________________________________ 


        Chair, Board of Supervisors            Date  


       Betsy Whitman 


  


 


 


 


 


 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY: 


 


 


_____________________________   __________________________________ 


Township Solicitor     Office of Chief Counsel 


Patton Township     Pennsylvania Game Commission 


 


 


 


 


 


_____________________________    


Office of Attorney General      
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