
  
PATTON TOWNSHIP 

CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 

100 PATTON PLAZA – STATE COLLEGE, PENNSYLVANIA – 16803 
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To receive Planning Commission agendas via email, please send a request to patton@twp.patton.pa.us 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

AND WORK SESSION AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 
Board Meeting Room 

Municipal Building 
7:00 PM 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Planning Commission members should consider the addition or deletion of agenda items 
at this time. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the Patton Township Planning Commission’s August 6, 2018 combined 
regular meeting and work session and August 13, 2018 joint Planning Commission/Board 
of Supervisors work session are included for review, potential edits, and approval. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Residents and property owners may address the Commission on issues of interest to the 
Township. Comments related to specific agenda items should be deferred until that point 
in the meeting. 
 

4. MORNINGSIDE AT GRAY’S WOODS NURSING HOME - CONDITIONAL USE 

REQUEST AND PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The Township has received a conditional use request for a nursing/personal care home 
at 1035 Ghaner Road; a 5.95 acre lot in the Rural Residence (R1) zoning district.  A 
conditional use is a use that may be appropriate, with or without additional conditions, in 
some locations within a zoning district, but would not be appropriate in every location 
within the district.  A specific list of conditional uses is included in the R1 district 
regulations, and “nursing homes” are included.  Proposals for conditional uses must meet 
the requirements of §175-42: Procedures and criteria for conditional uses, and receive 
approval of a conditional use permit by the Board of Supervisors.  The procedures and 
criteria for conditional uses are attached for your review. 
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The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1. A location map of the property 

2. A marked up copy of staff’s comment letter 

3. Traffic generation analysis for 1035 Ghaner Road 

4. Township Code §175-42 Procedures and criteria for conditional uses 

5. Regional Fire Director comments 

6. Recycling and Refuse comments 

7. An 11”x17” copy of the land development plan 

 
Recommendation 
 
Staff finds that the plan meets all Township regulations with the following conditions: 
 

1. Completion of all items noted on staff’s marked up comment letter. 

2. Approval of a conditional use permit by the Board of Supervisors for a 

nursing home at 1035 Ghaner Road. 

 
Tonight, the Planning Commission members should consider making two 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors: 
 

 Conditional Use: The members should consider whether a nursing home is an 

appropriate use for the subject property.  A recommendation to approve the 

conditional use permit application can be granted “as-is,” or the Planning 

Commission has the option to place additional conditions on the use as it pertains 

to this particular property. 

 Land Development Plan: The members should review the plan and decide whether 

any corrections or additions are needed.  The recommendation on the conditional 

use approval can be deferred until the applicant presents a revised plan with the 

changes requested.  Once the Planning Commission members are satisfied with 

the plan, they should make a recommendation to the Board. 

5. FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN - GRACE HILLS CHURCH 

This plan was received on August 10, 2018 and proposes to construct the 22,068 ft2 Grace 
Hills Church on Lot 46B (Tax Parcel 18-315-207A) of the Gray’s Woods Planned 
Community.  The 3.7 acre property is located at the intersection of Gray’s Woods 
Boulevard and Meeks Lane in the Planned Community zoning district. 
 
Two access driveways are proposed; one from Meeks Lane and the other from Gray’s 
Woods Boulevard by way of a 30’ wide shared common driveway easement for Lots 46B 
and 46A (Tax Parcel 18-315-207A).  A land development plan for the Grace Presbyterian 
Church on Lot 46A was conditionally approved in 2006. 
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The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1. A location map of the property 

2. A marked up copy of staff’s comment letter 

3. Regional Fire Director comments 

4. Recycling and Refuse comments 

5. An 11”x17” copy of the land development plan 

 
Recommendation 
 
Staff finds that the plan meets all Township regulations with the following conditions: 
 

1. Completion of all items noted on staff’s marked up comment letter. 

 
The Planning Commission should review the plan and provide a recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors for consideration at their next meeting. 
 

6. PRELIMINARY/FINAL LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN - BOROUGH OF STATE 

COLLEGE COMPOST FACILITY EXPANSION 

This plan was received on March 9, 2018 and proposes to expand the Borough of State 
College organics composting facility located at the end of Hawbaker Industrial Drive in the 
Natural Resources & Recycling (NR2) zoning district.  Construction includes the 
installation of a 3.19 acre asphalt composting pad adjacent to the existing pad on the site.   
 
Along with the land development plan, the applicant submitted a request for the Township 
to reduce the NR2 open space requirement from 60% to 40% to provide the ability to 
construct a larger composting pad, which was not possible with the current open space 
requirement.  A proposed change to the 2020 Centre Region COG Regional Refuse and 
Recycling Contract is to establish a curbside organics collection and composting program 
for residents of Benner, College, Ferguson, Harris, and Patton Townships.  Also around 
2020, it is the intent of the Centre County Refuse & Recycling Authority to offer organics 
collection to commercial locations outside of the State College Borough.  With the planned 
expansion of the regional organics program, a larger composting facility is needed.  The 
Planning Commission recommended the change to the open space requirement for the 
NR2 district, and at its August 15, 2018 meeting, the Board of Supervisors approved the 
ordinance making the change.  Staff review comments on the land development plan were 
provided to the applicant on August 16, 2018. 
 
Township and Centre County Conservation District staff recommended the installation of 
a truck washing station to avoid tracking mud onto the public roadways.  It was intended 
that the washing station would be located at the exit to the site, and would be a permanent 
installation.  The revised plan provided a truck wash, but it was not located at the exit to 
the site at Hawbaker Industrial Drive, and appears to be a temporary installation that would 
only be used to wash vehicles during construction of the composting pad.  Staff 
recommends a permanent installation that will be used to wash trucks as long as the 
recycling facility is in operation.  The Planning Commission should discuss the matter with 
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staff and the applicant, and include a decision as part of the recommendation to the Board 
of Supervisors. 
 
The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1. A location map of the property 

2. An 11”x17” copy of the land development plan 

3. A marked up copy of staff’s comment letter 

 
Recommendation 
 
Staff finds that the plan meets all Township regulations with the following conditions: 
 

1. Completion of all items noted on staff’s marked up comment letter. 

 
The Planning Commission should review the plan and provide a recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors for consideration at their next meeting. 
 

7. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Prior to the July 18, 2018 Board of Supervisors meeting, the Citizens Advisory Committee 
for the Patton Crossing project submitted a request for the Board to consider adding an 
alternate member to the Planning Commission.  In addition, the idea of increasing the 
overall membership of the Planning Commission from seven to eight or nine members 
was suggested.  The Board opted to schedule a joint work session with the Planning 
Commission to discuss the proposals further. 
 
The work session was held on August 13, 2018.  Staff reviewed the Township’s statutory 
authority to appoint alternates and/or expand the membership of the Planning 
Commission.  After significant discussion about adding alternates or increasing the total 
membership of the Commission, the Board requested that the Planning Commission 
consider adding between one and three alternate members and return a formal 
recommendation to them at their September 12, 2018 meeting.  In addition, the general 
consensus of the group was that alternates to the Planning Commission needed to be 
selected in accordance with the Township’s existing Authorities, Boards, and 
Commissions (ABC) application process.  Therefore, any citizen interested in serving as 
a regular member or an alternate to the Planning Commission would need to be added to 
the ABC talent bank prior to further consideration for a position. 
 
A draft Ordinance to amend Chapter 34, Planning Commission, of the Code of Patton 
Township is included with the agenda materials.  The ordinance provides the framework 
for establishing between one and three alternate positions and increasing the quorum for 
the Commission to conduct business from four (majority) to five or six members.  In the 
event that a quorum were not reached, the Chair would be able to designate an alternate 
member to serve in accordance with Article II of the PA Municipalities Code. 
 
If the Board approves the ordinance amending Chapter 34 in order to establish the 
alternate member positions, they would then select the alternate members and appoint 
then by resolution at a future meeting. 
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The following items are included with the agenda: 
 

1. Article II of the PA Municipalities Planning Code 

2. Draft Ordinance: Addition of Alternates to the Planning Commission 

 
Actions: The Planning Commission members should decide on the number of 

alternate member positions they wish to establish on the Commission, and 
also decide whether to increase the number for a quorum. 

Next Steps: The Planning Commission should provide a recommendation to the Board 
of Supervisors. 

 
8. STATUS REPORT ON PENDING ITEMS 

A) Actions taken by the Patton Township Board of Supervisors at its August 2018 

meetings: 

August 13 - Work Session with Planning Commission 

1. Requested a formal recommendation from the Planning Commission on 

adding alternate members(s) to the Planning Commission 

August 15 

1. Held a public hearing and adopted Ordinance 2018-594: Reduction of Open 

Space Requirements in the Natural Resources and Recycling (NR2) District) 

2. Conditionally approved the Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan: 

Aeropointe Phase 2A. 

3. Conditionally approved the Preliminary Subdivision Plan: The Reserve, Tax 

Parcel 18-315-068. 

B) Pending Commission Work Tasks: 

C) The submission deadline for the October 1, 2018 meeting was August 31, 2018.  The 

submission deadline for the November 5, 2018 meeting is October 5, 2018. 

9. REPORTS 

10. OTHER BUSINESS 

a) Matter of Record: The Future of Comprehensive Planning in the Centre Region - On 

October 4th, the Centre Regional Planning Agency will be hosting a peer-to-peer 

planning seminar that is focused on future comprehensive planning efforts in the 

Centre Region.  Registration/dinner will begin at 5:30 p.m. with the event starting 

promptly at 6:00 p.m. This event is intended for all municipal Planning Commission 
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members in the Centre Region. Planning Commissioners interested in attending the 

event should RSVP by September 20.  A copy of the event flyer is attached. 

b) Matter of Record: PA House Bill 2564 - HB 2564, the “Small Wireless Facilities 

Deployment Bill,” was introduced on July 13, 2018.  The proposed Bill would impact 

Pennsylvania municipalities’ ability to regulate wireless facilities in the public right-of-

way through their zoning regulations.  A summary is attached. 

11. ADJOURN 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 
A.   Development Update 
 
B. BOS Representatives:   

 
September 12  Kate Domico 
October 10  Bill Steudler 
November 7  Brian Rater 
December 12  Brian Rater 

 

 
PATTON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION WORK SESSION 
 
1. ORDINANCE ALLOWING FLAGS AS SIGNS 

From the June 20, 2018 Board of Supervisors Agenda 
 

A representative of Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. (GOH) has submitted a request 
(included with the agenda materials) asking the Township to consider a change to 
the signage regulations to permit a flag. 
 
Chapter 140 (Signs) of the Patton Township Code provides regulations on 
signage. 
 
Section 140-7J (Signs prohibited in all districts) currently prohibits the following 
items from being used for commercial advertising:  

“Searchlights, pennants, spinners, banners and streamers ….”  
 
Sections 140-8 (Limit on number of signs per premises) and 140-10 (Limit on sign 
area) constrain the number and total size of signs that can be installed on a site 
for commercial advertising. 
 
In their request, GOH does not request any increase in the overall signage but 
suggests that a corporate flag might be counted as part of the permitted signage 
for the site. 
 
Following a brief presentation from the requestor and comments from the 
audience, the Board should consider action on the request. The Manager 
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PATTON TOWNSHIP 
CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 


 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018 - ___ 


 
ADDITION OF ALTERNATES TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 


 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PATTON AMENDING CHAPTER 34 (PLANNING 
COMMISSION) OF THE CODE OF PATTON TOWNSHIP TO ESTABLISH SEATS FOR 
ALTERNATE MEMBERS AND ESTABLISH THE QUORUM NUMBER REQUIRED TO 
CONDUCT COMMISSION BUSINESS 


 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Patton Township, Centre County, 


Pennsylvania desires to establish seats for alternate members of the Township Planning 
Commission; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors desires to increase the number of regular 


Planning Commission members that constitutes a quorum; and 
 


 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Patton Township, 
Centre County, Pennsylvania, in accordance with the general powers permitted by the Second 
Class Township Code (53 P.S. §65101 et seq.), that the following Ordinance be enacted: 
 
SECTION 1: MEMBERSHIP 
 Chapter 34 of the Code of Patton Township is hereby amended to add Section 


§34-3, Membership Amended, to read as follows: 
 


§34-3 Membership Amended 
 
A. Effective ________, the Patton Township Planning Commission is hereby 


expanded to include ____(__) alternate members, which shall have all of the 
powers, rights, and duties of Planning Commission alternates as set forth in 
Article II of the Municipalities Planning Code (Pennsylvania Act 247 of 1968). 


 
B. The Board of Supervisors, by resolution, may appoint from one (1) to no more 


than three (3) alternate members to the Planning Commission.  Alternates 
shall serve as indicated in the Municipalities Planning Code. 


 
C. A quorum shall consist of five (5) / six (6) members, or members and seated 


alternates, of the Planning Commission.  A quorum of the Commission must 
be present to conduct business. 


 
D. Members and/or alternates may participate through telephonic means or via 


the internet such that the member/alternate can hear the other Commission 
members and recognized speakers from the audience, and vice versa. 


 







Patton Township 
Ordinance – Addition of Alternates to the Planning Commission 
Ordinance No. 2018 - ___ 
 


 2 September 10, 2018 


 
SECTION 2: EFFECTIVE DATE 


This Ordinance shall become effective on __________. 
 


SECTION 3: SEVERABILITY 
 In all other respects the Code of Patton Township remains in full force and effect, 


and is not in any way affected or modified by this amendment. 
 
 


ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Township of Patton this the ____ day of _____, 2018. 
 
 
Attest: PATTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
Secretary 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 
 


[Seal] 
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Article II - Planning Agencies


Section 201. Creation of Planning Agencies. The governing body of any municipality shall have the power


to create or abolish, by ordinance, a planning commission or planning department, or both. An ordinance which


creates both a planning commission and a planning department shall specify which of the powers and duties


conferred on planning agencies by this act; each shall exercise and may confer upon each additional powers,


duties and advisory functions not inconsistent with this act. In lieu of a planning commission or planning


department, the governing body may elect to assign the powers and duties conferred by this act upon a


planning committee comprised of members appointed from the governing body. The engineer for the


municipality, or an engineer appointed by the governing body, shall serve the planning agency as engineering


advisor. The solicitor for the municipality, or an attorney appointed by the governing body, shall serve the


planning agency as legal advisor.


Section 202. Planning Commission. If the governing body of any municipality shall elect to create a


planning commission, such commission shall have not less than three nor more than nine members. Except for


elected or appointed officers or employees of the municipality, members of the commission may receive


compensation in an amount fixed by the governing body. Compensation shall not exceed the rate of


compensation authorized to be paid to members of the governing body. Without exception, members of the


planning commission may be reimbursed for necessary and reasonable expenses. However, elected or


appointed officers or employees of the municipality shall not, by reason of membership thereon, forfeit the


right to exercise the powers, perform the duties or receive the compensations of the municipal offices held by


them during such membership.


Section 203. Appointment, Term and Vacancy.


(a) All members of the commission shall be appointed by the appointing authority of the municipality. All


such appointments shall be approved by the governing body, except where the governing body is the


appointing authority.


(b) The term of each of the members of the commission shall be for four years, or until his successor is appointed


and qualified, except that the terms of the members first appointed pursuant to this act shall be so fixed that on


commissions of eight members or less no more than two shall be reappointed or replaced during any future


calendar year, and on commissions of nine members no more than three shall be so reappointed or replaced.


(c) The chairman of the planning commission shall promptly notify the appointing authority of the


municipality concerning vacancies in the commission, and such vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term.


If a vacancy shall occur otherwise than by expiration of term, it shall be filled by appointment for the


unexpired term according to the terms of this article.


(d) Should the governing body of any municipality determine to increase the number of members of an already


existing planning commission, the additional members shall be appointed as provided in this article. If the


governing body of any municipality shall determine to reduce the number of members on any existing planning


commission, such reduction shall be effectuated by allowing the terms to expire and by making no new


appointments to fill the vacancy. Any reduction or increase shall be by ordinance.


(e) The governing body may appoint by resolution at least one but no more than three residents of the


municipality to serve as alternate members of the planning commission. The term of office of an alternate


member shall be four years. When seated pursuant to the provisions of section 207, an alternate shall be


entitled to participate in all proceedings and discussions of the commission to the same and full extent as
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provided by law for commission members, including, specifically, the right to cast a vote as a voting member


during the proceedings, and shall have all the powers and duties set forth in this act and as otherwise provided


by law. Alternates shall not serve as a member of the zoning hearing board or as a zoning officer. Any alternate


may participate in any proceeding or discussion of the commission but shall not be entitled to vote as a member


of the commission nor be reimbursed pursuant to section 202 unless designated as a voting alternate member


pursuant to section 207.


Section 204. Members of Existing Commissions. (204 repealed Dec. 21, 1988, P.L.1329, No.170)


Section 205. Membership. All of the members of the planning commission shall be residents of the


municipality. On all planning commissions appointed pursuant to this act, a certain number of the members,


designated as citizen members shall not be officers or employees of the municipality. On a commission of three


members at least two shall be citizen members. On a commission of four or five members at least three shall be


citizen members. On a commission of either six or seven members at least five shall be citizen members, and


on commissions of either eight or nine members at least six shall be citizen members.


Section 206. Removal. Any member of a planning commission once qualified and appointed may be removed


from office for malfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance in office or for other just cause by a majority vote of


the governing body taken after the member has received 15 days’ advance notice of the intent to take such a


vote. A hearing shall be held in connection with the vote if the member shall request it in writing. Any


appointment to fill a vacancy created by removal shall be only for the unexpired term.


Section 207. Conduct of Business.


(a) The commission shall elect its own chairman and vice-chairman and create and fill such other offices as it


may determine. Officers shall serve annual terms and may succeed themselves. The commission may make and


alter by laws and rules and regulations to govern its procedures consistent with the ordinances of the


municipality and the laws of the Commonwealth. The commission shall keep a full record of its business and


shall annually make a written report by March 1 of each year of its activities to the governing body. Interim


reports may be made as often as may be necessary, or as requested by the governing body.


(b) The chairman of the planning commission may designate alternate members of the commission to


substitute for any absent member or member who has recused himself or has been disqualified by the


governing body, and, if, by reason of absence, recusal or disqualification of a member, a quorum is not


reached, the chairman of the commission shall designate as many alternate members of the commission to sit


on the commission as may be needed to reach a quorum. Any alternate member of the commission shall


continue to serve on the commission in all proceedings involving the matter or case for which the alternate was


initially appointed until the commission has made a final decision on the matter or case. Designation of an


alternate pursuant to this section shall be made on a case-by-case basis in rotation according to declining


seniority among all alternates.


Section 208. Planning Department Director. For the administration of each planning department, the


appointing authority may appoint a director of planning who shall be, in the opinion of the appointing authority,


qualified for the duties of his position. Each such appointment shall be with the approval of the governing body,


except where the governing body is the appointing authority. The director of planning shall be in charge of the


administration of the department, and shall exercise the powers and be subject to the duties that are granted or


imposed on a planning agency by this act, except that where a municipality creates both a planning commission


and a planning department, the director of planning shall exercise only those powers and be subject to only those


duties which are specifically conferred upon him by ordinance enacted pursuant to this article.
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Section 209.1. Powers and Duties of Planning Agency.


(a) The planning agency shall at the request of the governing body have the power and shall be required to:


(1) Prepare the comprehensive plan for the development of the municipality as set forth in this act,


and present it for the consideration of the governing body.


(2) Maintain and keep on file records of its action. All records and files of the planning agency


shall be in the possession of the governing body.


(b) The planning agency at the request of the governing body may:


(1) Make recommendations to the governing body concerning the adoption or amendment of an


official map.


(2) Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a zoning ordinance, and make


recommendations to the governing body on proposed amendments to it as set forth in this act.


(3) Prepare, recommend and administer subdivision and land development and planned residential


development regulations, as set forth in this act.


(4) Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a building code and a housing


code and make recommendations concerning proposed amendments thereto.


(5) Do such other acts or make such studies as may be necessary to fulfill the duties and obligations


imposed by this act.


(6) Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality an environmental study.


(7) Submit to the governing body of a municipality a recommended capital improvements program.


(7.1) Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a water survey, which shall


consistent with the State Water Plan and any applicable water resources plan adopted by a river


basin commission. The water survey shall be conducted in consultation with any public water


supplier in the area to be surveyed.


(8) Promote public interest in, and understanding of, the comprehensive plan and planning.


(9) Make recommendations to governmental, civic and private agencies and individuals as to the


effectiveness of the proposals of such agencies and individuals.


(10) Hold public hearings and meetings.


(10.1) Present testimony before any board.


(11) Require from other departments and agencies of the municipality such available information as


relates to the work of the planning agency.


(12) In the performance of its functions, enter upon any land to make examinations and surveys with


the consent of the owner.


(13) Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a study regarding the feasibility


and practicability of using renewable energy sources in specific areas within the municipality.


(14) Review the zoning ordinance, subdivision and land development ordinance, official map, provi-


sions for planned residential development, and such other ordinances and regulations governing


the development of land no less frequently than it reviews the comprehensive plan.


Section 210. Administrative and Technical Assistance. The appointing authority may employ


administrative and technical services to aid in carrying out the provisions of this act either as consultants on


particular matters or as regular employees of the municipality. A county planning agency, with the consent of


its governing body may perform planning services for any municipality whose governing body requests such


assistance and may enter into agreements or contracts for such work.
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Section 211. Assistance. The planning agency may, with the consent of the governing body, accept and


utilize any funds, personnel or other assistance made available by the county, the Commonwealth or the


Federal government or any of their agencies, or from private sources. The governing body may enter into


agreements or contracts regarding the acceptance or utilization of the funds or assistance in accordance with the


governmental procedures of the municipality.


Section 212. Intergovernmental Cooperation. For the purposes of this act, the governing body may utilize


the authority granted under 53 PA.C.S. §§ 2303(a) (relating to intergovernmental cooperation authorized) and


2315 (Relating to effect of joint cooperation agreements).

















 


PATTON TOWNSHIP 
CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 


 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018 - ______ 


 
ALLOWING FLAGS AS SIGNS 


 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 140 (SIGNS) 


OF THE CODE OF PATTON TOWNSHIP 
TO ALLOW FLAGS TO BE USED AS SIGNS 


  
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Patton Township, Centre County, 


Pennsylvania (“Township”) desires to amend Chapter 140 of the Code of Patton Township to permit 
the use of flags as signage. 


 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by Patton Township, Centre 


County, Pennsylvania, after a Public Hearing and in accordance with the general powers permitted 
by the Pennsylvania Second Class Township Code (53 P.S. §65101 et seq.), that the following 
ordinance be enacted: 
 
SECTION 1:  TITLE 


This ordinance shall officially be known as the “Allowing Flags as Signs” ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2:  INTENT 


The Township intends to amend Chapter 140 of the Code of Patton Township to allow 
flags to be used as signs in compliance with all other sign regulations. 
 


SECTION 3: DEFINITIONS 
 


Amend §140-4 as follows: 
 
Strikethrough = deletion 
Bold Italics = addition 


 
 SIGN  


 A sign is any structure, device, light or natural object, including the ground 
itself, or any part thereof, or any device attached thereto or painted or 
represented thereon, which shall be used to identify, advertise or attract 
attention to any object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization, 
firm, group, commodity, profession, enterprise, industry or business or which 
shall display or include any letter, word, model, number, banner, flag, pennant, 
insignia, device or representation used as an announcement, direction or 
advertisement and which is intended to be seen from off the premises or from 
a parking lot. No other indoor sign shall be deemed a sign within this chapter. 


 
(1) GROUND-POLE SIGN 


 A sign supported by one or more uprights, poles or braces placed in or upon 
the ground.  


(2) ILLUMINATED SIGN 


 A sign that provides artificial light directly, or through any transparent or 
translucent material, from a source of light connected with such sign, or a 
sign illuminated by a light focused upon or chiefly directed at the surface of 
the sign.  


 







Ordinance: Allowing Flags as Signs 
 


v.1 2 9/10/2018 


(3) OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING SIGN 


 A sign which contains a message unrelated to a business or profession 
conducted upon the premises where such sign is located or which is 
unrelated to a commodity, service or entertainment sold or offered upon the 
premises where such sign is located.  


(4) PERMANENT SIGN 


 Any sign which is not a temporary sign.  


(5) PROJECTING SIGN 


 A sign which projects from and is supported by a wall of a building.  


(6) POLITICAL/PERSONAL SIGN 


 A noncommercial sign communicating a political, issue-oriented, religious, 
or personal message that is not an advertisement, name, address, 
directional sign, or real estate sign.  


(7) TEMPORARY SIGN 


 A nonpermanent sign erected or maintained on a premises for a short, fixed 
period of time.  


(8) WALL SIGN 


 A sign which is attached directly to or painted upon a building wall and which 
does not extend more than 12 inches therefrom nor extend above the 
roofline.  


(9) ROOF SIGN 
 Any sign erected and maintained upon or above the roof of any building. 


(10) FLAG 


 Any fabric or other flexible material attached to or designed to be 
flown from a flagpole or similar device. 


SECTION 4: USE REGULATIONS 
 
Amend §140-7 as follows: 
 
§ 140-7 Signs prohibited in all districts.  
 
The following signs shall not be permitted, erected or maintained in any district, 
notwithstanding anything else contained in this chapter or elsewhere: 
 
A. Signs which incorporate in any manner any flashing, moving, or changing 


illumination or sign faces or with illumination which varies in intensity or which 
varies in color, and signs which have any visible moving part, visible revolving 
parts, or visible mechanical movement of any description, or other apparent visible 
movement achieved by electrical pulsations or by actions of normal wind currents, 
except when not visible from motor vehicles traveling on public roadways. 
Electronic screen signs, using technologies such as (but not limited to) LCD or 
LED screens, are prohibited within clear sight of public roadways, except when 
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used as necessary traffic control devices by either Patton Township or the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation under the guidelines of the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (most recent edition). 
 


(1) Flags, banners, and pennants are exempt from this requirement. 
 


B. Any sign or sign structure which constitutes a hazard to public safety or health.  
 


C. Signs which by reason of size, location, content, coloring or manner of illumination 
obstruct the vision of drivers, either when driving a roadway or driveway or when 
entering a roadway from another roadway, or obstruct or detract from the visibility 
or effectiveness of any traffic sign or control device on public streets and roads.  
 


D. Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress from a fire escape, door, window 
or other required exitway.  
 


E. Signs which make use of words such as "stop," "look," "one-way," "danger," "yield" 
or any similar words, phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such a manner as 
to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.  
 


F. Any obsolete sign which no longer advertises a bona fide business conducted or 
a product sold. In any case, 90 days shall be allowed for removal of an obsolete 
sign.  
 


G. Signs on public property or public rights-of-way, unless erected by a governmental 
body, or unless required to be so located by order of a governmental body. No sign 
located on public property or a public right-of-way shall bear any commercial 
advertising or announcement.  
 


H. Signs painted on, attached to or supported by a tree, stone, cliff or other natural 
object, except signs permitted under § 140-6I.  
 


I. String lights, other than temporary holiday decorations, which are unshielded from 
off the property on which they are located.  
 


J. Searchlights, pennants, spinners, banners and streamers, except for occasions 
such as grand openings and then only with special permission of the Sign Review 
Board or the Sign Inspector. Use shall be limited to a fifteen-day period. 


 
Amend §140-8 as follows: 
 
§ 140-8 Limit on number of signs per premises. 
Notwithstanding anything else in this chapter or elsewhere, no more than five signs 
may be erected or maintained on any premises at any one time, except that when a 
premises is located on a corner lot and has public entrances on two or more public 
ways, or where a building has both a front and rear public entrance, one additional sign 
may be erected. In calculating the total number of signs on a premises, both permanent 
and temporary signs shall be combined in the total. A double-faced sign shall count as 
a single sign. Flags and ground-pole signs shall be counted towards the sign 
limit.  No more than one flag per premise shall be permitted.  Signs enumerated 
in § 140-6, "Signs permitted in all districts," shall not be counted in calculating the total. 
Directional menu signs permitted by § 140-18 and special event signs permitted by 
§ 140-28F shall also not be counted towards the five-sign limit. 
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Amend §140-9 as follows: 
 
§ 140-9 Limit on height of signs.  
No sign, or any part thereof, including braces, supports or lights, shall exceed a height 
of 25 feet, except that a wall sign may reach a height of 25 feet or 75% of the height to 
the roofline of the building to which it is affixed, whichever is higher. Flags may reach 
a height of 25 feet or a height equal to the roofline of the tallest building(s) to 
which it is associated.  Height shall be measured from grade level directly below the 
face of the sign to the highest part of the sign. 


Amend §140-10 as follows: 
 
§ 140-10 Limit on sign area.  
A. Notwithstanding anything else in this chapter or elsewhere, the total sign area per 


premises, including both permanent and temporary signs, shall not exceed two 
square feet per linear front foot of the main building on the premises, except that 
no premises shall be limited to fewer than 20 square feet of total sign area. In no 
case shall the total sign area of all signs on one premises exceed 200 square feet, 
except that shopping centers in Planned Commercial Districts may have one 
additional shopping center identification sign located along each street frontage 
used as an entrance. Such sign shall be subject to the requirements of § 140-15. 
Flags, except those enumerated in § 140-6 Signs permitted in all districts, 
shall be counted towards the limit on sign area.  Notwithstanding anything else 
in this chapter, the total sign area for a basement premises shall not exceed 20 
square feet. Directional menu signs permitted by § 140-18 and special event signs 
permitted by Section 140-28F shall not be counted towards the total sign area of a 
premises. 


SECTION 5:  SEVERABILITY 
In all other respects the Code of Patton Township remains in full force and effect, and 
is not in any way affected or modified by this amendment. 
 


SECTION 6:  EFFECTIVE DATE 
This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon enactment by the Patton 
Township Board of Supervisors. 
 


 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Township of Patton this the ____ day of _____, 2018. 
 
 
Attest: PATTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
Secretary 


 
 
 


 
 


 
 


[Seal]  
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